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CHAPTEE I.
Design of the Work—The Reresbys at Thrybergh—The Tradition of St. Leonard de Reresby—Alliances formed by the early Members of the Family—Thomas and his Sons—Sir Thomas as High Sheriff—Sumptuous Mode of Living—Quarrel with Sir Thomas Wentworth, and consequent Fine in the Star Chamber—Death and Strange Conduct of his Widow—Sir George Reresby, his Life, Character, and Amusements— Account of Sir John Reresby (Father of the Writer) and his Brothers— Their Adventures in the Civil Wars—Sir George's Daughters, Mary, Elizabeth and her three Husbands, &c.—Education and Pursuits of the first Sir John—Altercation at York with a gentleman, resulting in the Death of the latter—Tried for Murder, and acquitted—His Part against the Parliament, Confinement, and the Sequestration of his Estates—Circumstances of his Death—The Yarburghs of Snaith and Campsall—An Account of the Writer's Brothers.
THE design of what I write here is not * Genus jactare.' It is a mean thing to endeavour to raise oneself higher by
o                                                                      o            */
standing upon the shoulders of the living, or on the tombs of the dead.
Perit omnis in Illo Nobilitas cujus Laus est in origine sola.
That person's honour cannot be long-lived Which only from his pedigree's derived.
And yet a good extraction doth add lustre to personal
merit:
Quern genus et genius nobilitant est vere nobilia.
B